Teresa Stills

 EPI-0003
Written Assignment #2
Part 2 
Portal Sites:


DISCOVERSCHOOL.COM (http://school.discovery.com)

The discovery.com site is exciting for a teacher. A lot of information on anything to do with our planet; animals, space exploration, geography, and so much more organized with nice graphics in a very easy, concise website. 

I liked that the website offered lesson plans and video segments you can show to students, all in a very organized manner. For example, it only took a minute for me to look up “animals” for a first grade class and find a lesson plan called, “Animal Shapes and Colors” geared for grades K-2. The webpage went over not only the lesson plan but also objectives; materials needed, and even a grading evaluation. 

I will use this website in the future for myself for lesson plans, and also for students to use. It’s easy to navigate and has so many interesting subjects that it was hard for me to log off. 

SCHOLASTIC (http://teacher.scholastic.com)

The scholastic website is fine as a book information source for teachers. Fairly simple in page layout it offers handy “teaching ideas” but no real step by step lesson plans. 

The website’s best feature is that it offers good book suggestions for your grade level on whatever subject you are interested in, which is helpful to have as a teacher.  I wasn’t greatly impressed with the graphics or page layout which was boring and simplified. It kept my (adult) attention for a little bit, but wouldn’t hold a child’s. 


This will be a website I’ll use in the future if I need a specific book but that’s about the only use I think it will have for me. I wouldn’t use it in a lesson for student’s to view, as they would be bored.

Content Resources:

SEAWORLD/BUSCH GARDENS ANIMAL INFORMATION DATABASE (www.seaworld.org)

The site is basically, as it says in the title, an animal information database. Easy to navigate and great pictures of any animal you are interested in are the highlights of the site.  I wasn’t expecting quite so many not exactly subtle advertisements for Sea World thrown in everywhere, but it IS a theme park after all. 

The “Animal Bytes” page was great. A student would find it interesting. And I’ve never seen so much information on a salamander in my life. Every animal listed has a good picture of the species and great facts such as its life span, habitat, population, status, size and weight, plus much more. 


I will use this for teaching a class about animals. It’s a great database to access specific animals and for students to see the pictures of the animals. I was somewhat disappointed the site didn’t offer more about the actual training, feeding, behind the scenes of the animals that inhabit Sea World that I expected.  However, it’s a decent site and students will enjoy the animal pages.

GLOBAL ONLINE ADVENTURE LEARNING SITE (GOALS) (www.goals.com)

The Global Online Adventure Learning site is amazing.  For those who love to dream of what’s out there or enjoy traveling, this site will bring it all to reality.

 The goals site is basically links to stories and pictures of people’s amazing experiences and stories of their travels. One site is, “Warm Winds, One Family’s Sailing Adventure.” The “Dad” had logs and lots of information on the Sailboat, but what was really fun was the page that went over his two children’s perspectives. This would be great as a teaching tool for students learning on the computer. Big pictures and print are on the “kids” site and would draw students in being able to read and see the pictures of their peers living an adventure.

I will use this for students in teaching geography as well as science. You get a fun little story of a “normal” person who made a grand adventure and lots of great photos.  I loved this site for its subject matter and how each story made that subject totally interesting. Reading first person accounts of climbing a mountain or diving into the sea or traveling to far away lands made me want to click over to Travelocity and book a trip. Hopefully it would inspire students to do it. 
