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The Florida “Sunshine State Standards” are basically an outline to know what is expected of students, and the teachers who are teaching them.


Curriculum Standards are the basic overall subject, which is the same for every grade. For example, for every grade there is, “Standard 1: The student uses the reading process effectively.” 

Benchmarks are the skills and abilities the student is expected to learn for each standard. For example, under Standard 1 for my grade of interest, 1st Grade, a benchmark is, “Predicts what a passage is about based on its title and illustrations.”

The standard and benchmark I chose to go more in depth are in the 1st grade subject of Literature. Standard 1 is, “The student understands the common features of a variety of literary forms.” The benchmark for that standard I picked is, “Identifies the story elements of setting, plot, character, problem, and solution/resolution.” 


 Having technology available makes teaching this standard easier than just reading a book and going over it with the students. That would work for some students, but not all. For example, a story would be read in book form and then also could be “read” on a computer with animation, as well. Just having the characters moving and speaking would capture student’s interest and help them follow along. Being able to scan through many stories, the student would grow to understand the basic principles used in a “story” and see how every story does involve a setting, plot, character, problem and solution.  This also would be a fun group activity to read the book up on a screen and have the students participate and pick out and describe the “setting” or who the “character” of the book was. 
